In the procedure generally followed in soil surveys at the present time, the mechanical analysis constitutes practically the only quantitative basis of comparison of the soils, and this is by no means generally employed. In a classification thus based almost wholly upon description there is necessarily lacking the exactness in conception which would follow if a quantitative comparison could be made. The mechanical analysis unquestionably furnishes information of importance in interpreting the properties of a soil but the number of groups which must be considered in each analysis makes the comparison of two soils difficult. It would consequently be a decided advance in soil classification if a common physical property of each soil, which is at the same time of agronomic importance, could be quantitatively determined and expressed by a single-valued numerical term. ' Of the physical properties of a soil, none is more characteristic
